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Quality Street, a charming piece as comfortably remote
from disturbing contemporary reality as Cranford.

Then a new Barrie appeared with The Admirable
Crichton, a masterpiece from every point of view. It was
superbly constructed, delightful to read, amusing and
highly dramatic. It dealt moreover with so fundamental
a question as the structure of English society, while yet
remaining wholly free from propaganda. It can be
regarded lightly or profoundly. It is satisfying in either
way.

The first act shows us the home of Lord Loam on the
occasion, which to the relief of all occurs only once a
month, when the amiable, incompetent head of the house
regards all men as his equals and invites, or rather
commands, the servants to take tea with himself and his
daughters. No one enjoys it, least of all Crichton, the
butler, who holds that some are born to command and
others to obey and thinks himself as far superior to the
stable boy as he is inferior to his employer. The whole
scene is one of rich comedy.

The next act finds the party, as a result of a wreck, cast
away on a desert island where artificial class distinctions
perforce give way to those based on natural ability. Lord
Loam becomes a hewer of wood and drawer of water.
The Hon. Ernest Woolley learns that epigrams are of no
help in catching fish and Crichton emerges inevitably
as the leader. After two years the Hon. Ernest is imploring
the kitchen maid to marry him, but she turns him down.
The eldest daughter. Lady Mary, no longer the bored and
supercilious creature of her Mayfair days, but a healthy
young Amazon, joyfully accepts Crichton's offer of
marriage. But before the ceremony can be performed by
the parson, also included in the party, a ship comes in
sight. It is a tense moment. Crichton realises that
rescue will mean an end to his brief dominion, but he
crushes down the temptation not to fire the beacon, long
prepared for such an eventuality, and, at the arrival of the